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To THE 


HERE is a ſtrong and univerſal ana- 


logy between public and private affairs. 


The tranſactions of mankind in both are 
equally ſubjected to error and abſurdity; 
the true cauſes of which are equally miſre- 
preſented, unknown, or unattended to: 


whether they are events that threaten the 
ruin of a great nation, or the little private 
intereſts of obſcure individuals. In both 


they proceed from. circumſtances deeper 
and more remote than are generally the ob- 


jects of ſpeculation or amendment. They 
| "= are 
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are like a 3 dropped in the loom, which, 
if unſeen or unreguarded, deſtroys the 
whole piece, and baffles every attempt of 
the artiſt till he takes up the ſtitch that 
ſpread deſtruction through the web. 


In vain ſhall a phyſician attempt to re- 
move a diſtemper, if he enquires no further 
than the preſent viſible ſymptoms; he muſt 
examine into the original attack of the ma- 
lady, and trace its progreſs, that he may ju- 
diciouſly rectify and aſſiſt, but not counter- 
act Nature, nor aſcribe to accident or conſti- 
tutional infirmity, what may have ariſen 
from debauch and intemperance. 


Our politicians, that tamper with the : 
body politic, fail in this; either, like the 


ignorant quack, fumbling with preſent ap- 


pearances, or, like the greater number of 
the faculty, writing for the fee, without en- 


tering at all into the merits of the cauſe. 


The former bewilder themſelves in a eroud 
of events they cannot account for; they 
paint, in the livelieſt colours, the diſtreſſes, 
and prophecy the death of the ſtate, without 
offering any hints towards a cure. 


For 


3 
For how can they attempt to remove effects, 
without knowing or removing the cauſes— 
The latter reduce the intereſts of a great 
kingdom to the low party quarrels of a few 
wretches hunting for power, that ſacrifice 
every bond, human and divine, to their 
own riches and aggrandizement; men that 
have (at leaſt the majority of them) riſen, 
from the dregs of the people, in a few years 
ſpace, to the higheſt dignities, from the ac- 


|  cidental circumſtance of ſuperior property, 


unaided and unrecommended by either pub- 
lic or private virtues, rendering that no- 
bility, originally intended as monuments of 
virtue and ſervices to the ſtate, the con- 
tempt and deriſion of every truly great and 
honeſt man. 


The greater number of the lords date 
their dignities ſince the commencement of 
this century, and have ariſen to them, though 
in the line of different profeſſions and cir- 
cumſtances, from having been members of 
the Houſe of Commons; which connects to- 
gether my ſpeculations on both the great 
ane of the * 
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1 

The footing on which St. Stephen's Cha- 
pel is filled, is ſo notorious, that it is almoſt 
ridiculous to hint at it; and the progreſs 
from that to the other houſe, ſo well known, 

as to require no illuſtration : ſuffice it then 

to ſay, as a prologue to my addreſs, that 
from the accidental circumſtance of pro- 
perty, men are uſhered into the firſt; and 
from their ſuperior abilities, or ſuperior par- 
liamentary power, proſtituted to the ſtrength- 
ening the crown's prerogative, are advanced 
to the ſecond; which laſt circumſtance of 
parliamentary weight is the ſource of every 
evil that has ſhook, and threatens to ſub- 
vert, our glorious conſtitution, 


x 
8 


From whence then ariſeth this power ?-- We 
. are told, from great property in the different 
counties and boroughs.—But how does that 
5 property influence election? If I was ſupe 
poſed to mean it as a doubtful queſtion, every 
freeman through the land would ſmile at my 
ll - ſimplicity.-- Are men of property choſen from 
| the hope that their independance will ſhield 
them from the temptation of becoming the 
tools of wicked and deſigning miniſters, to 
the deſtruction of good government; or 


from 


(5) 


from the idea that their ſuperior weigh will 
enable them to carry, with a high hand, the 


ſacred cauſe of liberty, againſt ſurly def- 
potiſm, or proud ariſtocracy; or do they, 


from the ſorry paltry conſideration of a ſum 
of money, which lawful induſtry would ac- 
quire in the time ſpent in riot, fell their 
rights, freedom, and independency ? Does 
a place in the Exciſe or Cuſtoms, a Beef- 


Eater's at Court, or an Enſfigncy in a Foot 


Regiment, turn the ſcale againſt the honor 
and ſecurity of themſelves and poſterity ?— 
It does; it kicks up the beam againſt every 
thing that is important to man. Religion, 
and good government. 8 


Let me then ſeriouſly addreſs you, coun- 
try men, and demand, why this outcry againſt 


every branch of the legiſlature—why is the 


banner of liberty qiſplayed why are a few 
cried up for aſſerting the glorious cauſe of 
freedom from whence the upfoar againſt 


deſpotiſm, the fear of the enlargement of the 


Crown's prerogative, and the curtailing of 
the ſobjects rights why the fury againſt - 
the Houſe of Commons, aſſerting the pri- 
viledge of expulſion and election, and of 

| trampling 


T7 
trampling on your liberties? ——* Be not 
deceived,” ſays the Scripture, ** for whatever 5 
you ſow, that ſhall you reap.” Le have 4 
ſown thoſe. ſeeds, ye have wateted thoſe 
thiſtles, that now ſpring up and choak you | 
| nor have you a title to cry out for that free- 
dom you have ſold, for a few days drunk= MK 
enneſs, followed by the ſevereſt repentance, F 
prompted by guilt, neceſſity, and beggary— 
Your venality ruins the, fortunes of your re- 
preſentatives, and they are obliged to re- = 
l | fund, by ſelling your intereſts, for the emo- | 
i luouments attending the ſervice of the crown: — : 4 
il Is there any thing new in this? was it a fat 2 
unknown at the laſt and former general — if 
_ eletions ?——Either it was not, or your " 
complaints are contemptible, your appr - 
bl henſions and grievances unpitiable : you jn- 3 
* decently attack the character of your king. 
if Voeantonly abuſe adminiſtration, curſe the i 
| Houſe of Commons, raiſe mobs and riots, 1 
did open defiance to the execution of the * 
| Jaws, and think your bondage worſe than the 
= Egyptians, when you yourſelves, you, THE | # 
PEOPLE OF ENGLAND, are the ſole and 3 
ſhameful cauſe of all; you forge your o. 
chains, and then klank them. 
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Who gives bad men at the helm the Gower 


of perverting the laws, diſgracing the crown, 
and enſlaving the ſubject? The Houſe of 


Commons ſell them that power, for places, 


penſions, and peerages all which ſums you, 
blind, infatuated people, are obliged to raiſe. 
Who gives a corrupt body of men that 
power of betraying and forcing you. in the 
end to pay the wages of their iniquity ; who 
but yourſelves? Are not you their con- 
ſtituents? Remember that; and bear the bur- 


then Pony. or ſhake it off with ſpirit. 


You groan under the april of If: 
potiſm—you dread prerogative—the crown 


1s become a bugbear—bur it is a phantom 
of your own raifing—your rights, as Britons, _ 


your patent Magna Charta kicks the ſcale of 
r——l power, if you have ſenſe, virtue, or 


value of liberty enough to uſe 1 N 


Let me then cotfure you, condi by 
that noble freedom you fo juſtly profeſs to 
eſteem, to ſeize yourſelves the heavenly 


 Prize.——T ſpeak to you all; to every true - 


born Engliſhman : you have it in your 


power, by one noble effort of virtue, to 


defy 


* — 7 —Eä— — —— — — — 
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defy every machination of unlawful power 


You can at oncecruſh every attempt againſt 
your freedom, ſecure every thing that is 
valuable to yourſelves and poſterity, and ſet 
them the noble leſſon of preſerving this 


bleſſed conſtitution, in that purity it was 


originally framed ; a form of government 


the moſt refined and equable that ever has 


been the invention of human policy. 


Let the year 1774 be the grand æta of 
Britiſh freedom. It is then the ball is ac 
your feet; you are then called upon to no- 
minate the great ſenate of the nation; you 
are then to inveſt a certain number of your 


countrymen to repreſent your rights, and to 
carry on the buſineſs of your trade, manu-_ 


factures and improvements, your preſer- 
vation and ſafety. In my humble opinion, 
dear- countrymen, each of theſe articles, 
ſingly, are of more conſequence to you, as 


individuals, than any place. in the Exciſe, 
Cuſtoms, or Army; their eſtabliſhment more 
ſatisfactory than ſwimming for a month in 


an ocean of punch, or fitting down perjured 
with a few unhallowed pieces of gold 


Alas f 


1 


Alas countrymen, and yet for theſe you 
diſpoſe of them all. 


It is, 8 with no ſmall degree of po- 
Jicy that the canvaſſer holds the coin in one 
hand and the bowl in the other; for what 
man, but in a temporal fit of inſanity, would 

ſell every ſacred right and priviledge that 
raiſes the condition of a Briton above that of 

an African flave, and forfeit for ever the 
title and conſciouſneſs of honeſty, for ſo ſmall 


a ſum as falls to the lot of moſt of you on 
theſe occaſions ? 


Let me then rouſe you to virtue; ſuffer 
me to hold up to your view a picture of the 
next parliament; if the ear is ſhut to private 
promiſe, and the hand to private gain; if 
great property is deſpiſed, and unambitious 
worth called, by you, from agriculture to 
the ſenate, as Cincinatus was from the plough, 
by the Romans; if you ſeek, in your dif- 
ferent diſtricts, men whoſe characters, for 
public and private virtues, lead you to the 
choice; who will turn their whole thoughts 
to the advancement of your intereſts and the 
C ä 
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1 
national honour, and whom you can freely 
cruſt, or bind ſolemnly, to adhere to your 
intereſts —If, I fay, you will fix univerſally 
of ſuch, after mature conſideration and ſcru- 
tiny, there vaniſhes at once every ſhadow 
of danger to your liberties z you oppoſe a 
ſhield to defpotiſm and ariſtocracy, which 


their combined powers would in vain at- 


tempt to ſhake: the crown would find their 


| bribes rejected; their penſions refuſed; their 
ribbands and coronets defpiſcd; it would loſe 
the venal majority in the great ſenate of the 
nation; and would in vain attempt to paſs 


ſtatutes incompatible with the liberty and ad- 


vantage of the whole body of the commons; 


taxes would diminiſh; you would ftrike from 


the enormous civil liſt the band of perjured 


place-men and penſioners; and your repre- 


ſentatives would oblige government to di- 


vide impartially itz emoluments among you; 
your ſons would ſucceed to the places held 


by the pimps and ſons of whores, of an abje& 


corrupted nobility ; you would have the fa» 
tisfaction of ſtrengthening the hands of a de- 
ſerving p—-e and of cutting the claws of an 


unruly one; and would be, O countrymen! 
enchanting 
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1 
enchanting proſpect! the abſolute guardians 
of your own liberties ! Let me now hold up 
the mirrour to your preſent {ituation—View 
yourſelves What are you? A ſet of ſilly 


ſhepherds, that have given the care of your 


flocks to a herd of woives, that devour them 
and then yourſelves. Do your repreſenta- 
tives pay any regard to your 1oſtructions ? 


Do they fancy you have any right over them? 


Surely they do not; and ſurely you have 
none, not even the ſhadow of one; you have 
got your drink and your money, and they 


the diſpoſal of your happineſs and freedom. 


It was a fair bargain, and greatly to your 
honours. I defy the moſt ſubtle reaſoner to 
confute the facts I have aſſerted; they are 
notorious and infamous facts, and ſuch as, 


1 hope, will ſoon be ſpoken of as the for- 


mer, not the preſcat ſtate of the Britiſh le- 
gillature. 


Has not the ruling adminiſtration a uni- 


form and certain majority upon every quel- 
tion, however deſtructive of the advantage 


and welfare of the nation ? Do they nor, 
cloaked under the king's authority, addreſs 
| + -  — mn 


5 
both houſes of parliament, and force them 
to return thanks for meaſures that deſerve 
their reproaches? Do they not, at pleaſure, 
demand extraordinary ſupplies for exigencies 
their own miſconduct produced? Do I nor 
ſpeak truths, countrymen? Are they not 


facts? And do they not threaten ruin and 


deſtruction? 


I abhor democracy as much as I do ty- 
ranny: I wiſh not to ſee laws and meaſures 
of government enforced by popular clamour; 
but I wiſh to fee the ballance of the conſtitu- 
tion preſerved; I deſire to ſee the ſacred ſcale 
where our freedom is depoſited a little nearer 
the ground. Mobs and riots will never ef- 
fe& that happy circumſtance; a few needy 
abſurd patriots will not do ir; the Bill of 


Rights, were there fifty Wilkes', in vain 


might attempt it ; inflammatory libels againſt 
the k—g and adminiſtration are ſtill wider 
of the mark ; they lead ro anarchy and con- 
fuſion, and are deſtructive of that freedom 


you ſeek ; and the licentious abuſe of the li- 


berty of the preſs is no leſs a bane to every 


Q 
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thing to be deſired by a thinking and 8 1 
dent people. 5 | I 


I dare believe it would rejoice the king to 
fee the people of England a virtuous and 
free, not a licentious people; to ſee you give 
a delegation of your rights to men who would 
preſerve them uninfringed; it is impoſſible 

he can wiſh otherwiſe; for, on ſach a baſis 

his crown could never totter; it would inſure 
8 to his family a glorious and peaceable fuc- 
ceſſion, and prerogative great enough for 

any but a ee, 1 


Be not alarmed when ] ſay that your abuſe 
of the king is falſe and groundleſs, nor ima- 
gine me to be a tool of the court; I have no 
polt, penſion, or emolument, but a com- 
miſſion in a foot regiment ; for which I am 
indebted to the ſame intereſt thar brings moſt 
of your repreſentatives into parliament— 
that of my purſe—Bur, I wiſh well to my 
country, and endeavour to delineate her di- 
ſtemper by an examination into the paſt and 
preſent alarming ſymptoms ; for which there 
is no cure but that radical one I have al- 
ready 


— 


| 
' 
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ready preſcribed; viz. the total and abſolute 
extinction of bribery and corruption in elec- 


tions, and the giving up even the ſhadow ] 


of private advantage, except what naturally 
muſt accrue to every individual from the 


public welfare; which, once more let me 


repeat it to you, is infinitely greater than 
any bribe in the power of a ſubject to beſtow 


viewing it even in a temporal light, for to 


glance on it in a religious—were to ſhock 
you indced, if you have any faith in that re- 
ligion you profeſs. 


I am well aware that this little production 


may with ſome truth be ſtiled, by ill-natured 
critics, an idle, fooliſh declamation, as being 
a recital of facts univerſally known, and con- 


taining advices to the public no leſs fo. 1 


confeſs there is nothing new ſaid in the whole 


courſe of the pamphlet; and am equally 
aware of the impoſſibility to throw a new 
light on a ſubjeR already ſo glaring; but, ic 


muſt be allowed, there may be ſome analogy 
between political and religious preaching z 


the tenets in both are fix'd and known; yet 


the throwing either! into arguments, and de- 
ducing 


60 
ducing conſequences therefrom, may be 
equally ſerviceable to the body religious or 
politic. Theft, adultery, and the inordinate 
love of money, are known to be unbecom- 
ing the Chriſtian character; yet judicious diſ 
ſertations on ſuch topics are certainly highly 
uſeful, or the legiſlature would no doubt diſ- 
penſe with the amazing burthen of church- 
revenue: but ſuch thoughts as theſe are to- 
tally foreign to my ſubject, or I could with 
pleaſure amuſe myſelf with a tug at the lawn 
ſleeves of the pliant lords ſpiritual. Their 
lordſhips, literally, may be ſaid to labour 
very hard in 12255 . 


% 


Let me now, countrymen, indulge in a 
plealing reverie, which I hope one day or 
other may deſerve a more ſolid appellation. 
Methinks I ſee the general election at hand, 
and you, the people oof England, determined 
no longer to be gulled out of your liberties, 
in a fit of drunkenneſs and riot. Methinks 
1 ſee the ſervile crew that now repreſent. you 
ſtanding aloof, bluſhing with ſhame on your 
having with contempt rejected the offer of 
their ſervices, while you are convening, with 

chat 


e oY 
that decency the occaſion demands, to medi- 
tate on who is to be inveſted with ſo ſacred 
a truſt. With what joy do I ſee ſtep forth 


that venerable charaQeriſtic of ancient En- 


gliſh liberty and honeſty you have choſen, 
I ſee him thank you for the honour you 
have done him, and, laying his hand upon 
his heart, promiſe you with ſolemnity to 
preſerve his fidelity. I ſee the h— e filled 
with ſuch: with pleaſure and amazement do 
1 behold vaniſhed, the vain, unſenatorial, 
coxcombical ſtriplings, fit only to herd with 


goſſips at a chriſtening, that on the preſent 


footing of election intrude into the Houſe of 
C——Nns, and ſpeak, or more properly at- 
tempt to ſpeak, the language of the miniſter. 


Totally ignorant of the hiſtory, law, or 


conſtitution of their country, they never ven- 
ture further than the pronunciation of theſe 
difficult monyſyllables, yes or no, at the nod 

of the chief of their party. | 


With what wonder do I admire the ſolemn 
convention, after, from the galleries (for I 
am no member, and therefore do not dread 
expulſion for my pamphlet) having heard 
| | | the 
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„ 
the! brawl of, clear the h- e, and not clear 
the h- e, and indecent perſonal affront ban- 
died about, more like the Hackney- coach 
Office in the Strand than the Senate of: the 
nation. With what pleaſure do I ſee the re- 


| ſult of their deliberations founded on the 
genuine amor patriæ, unbiaſſed by the ſmile 


or frowr of power, and guided by a thorough 
knowledge of your real intereſts; an univerſal 


| Uiſſent in bad meaſures, and an unanimous 


concurrence in good; for it is no inconſider- 


able ſource of error and diſturbance to mi- 


ſtake oppoſition for patriotiſm. They are 
often widely different. The crown is to be 
ſpiritedly and uniformly ſupported when in 


the right, and as vigorouſly oppoſed when 


in the wrong, inſtead of that conſtant and 
diſgraceful conteſt between thoſe that have 
places and thoſe that would have them: the 
ſole cauſe, in the now ſtate of p———t; of 


all debate and party, exhibiting a greater ſi- 


militude to a pack of ſtarved hounds, ſnarl- 
ing and fighting for a bone, than any thing 


_ elſe in Nature, were I to ranſack her for a 


cou unterpart. 
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I call upon you then, countrymen, to pro- 


duce in reality this glorious proſpect. You 
alone can do it, and you alone muſt ſuffer 
if you do not. The longer a diſtemper is 


neglected, the greater force it acquires, be- 
comes more confirmed and obſtinate, and, 


if too much time elapſes, totally incurable ; 
it is the ſame in political diſeaſes, and moſt 


eſpecially in the preſent. If you ſuffer your 


oppreſſors to gain inordinate power, from 
their combined great properties, united to 


the ſupport of the crown, they will ſoon for- 
get totally that they repreſent you the com- 


mons, and fancy, that by natural and uncon- 
troulable right, they preſide in the ſenate, 
and not by your election. You may then 
bid adieu to all the former happy rights of 
Engliſhmen ; ſubmit to be chained down by 


ſtatutes you never approved of, or conſented 


to ; and bear tamely, what is worſe than the 
tyranny of one, the tyranny of a multitude; 


and, perhaps, in a few years, may be glad, 
like the Danes, to inveſt the ſovereign with 
deſpotiſm, to avoid the worſe oppreſſion of 


the nobles, This leads me to one import- 
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ant caveat, which needs no eloquence to ſup-* 


port it. 
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The Houſe of Commons is too much 
filled with the ſons, brothers, deſcendants,” 
or dependants of peers, who vote with their _ \ 
families on all occaſions, being obliged ſo to 
do from their dependance, as well as from 
their natural connection. Thus when the 
| Crown bribes a peer with the lieutenantſhip 
of a county, lordſhip of the bed-chamber, 
or any other courtly douceur, it ſecures a 
whole tribe of votes in the commons; and 
thus, though you are nominally repreſented, 
oreat part of the power of parliament is 
thrown into the lords, whoſe intereſts are 
entirely ſeparate from yours; this power 
they can, and do uſe at will, to diſtreſs you. 
The Crown knew this well, when at the 
Union, it was made an article, that no Scots 
peers eldeſt ſon ſhould fir in parliament for 
a Scottiſh borrough ; which ſtipulation was 
made to trample on the power of the Scotch 
peerage ; which, with the other article of 
their repreſentatives, did ic fo effrctually, 
that they are now ranked with the holy fa- 
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chers as the moſt contemptible branch af 


the legiſlature. Shut then your eyes no longer 
to this alarming circumſtance, which your 


ipherent and rooted corruption renders 


doubly ſo. Ele& no man to fit in the H—e 
of C——ns, who can trace his pedigree in 
the hundredth generation from a peer, far 
leſs the immediate deſcendant of one; for 
the lords being the abſolute and unlimited 


creation of the Crown, they are in effe& the 
fame; a batch of them may be made on any 
arbitrary occaſion ; to compleat the forces 
the barons, as a bribe, may be made viſ- 


counts, they earls, and the earls dukes, and 
the dukes get ribbands. Thus, in one day, 
if you abſurdly continue to give the peerage 


power in the other houſe, can the Crown 


tear from you by force every priviledge you 
enjoy, by a majority in both the Senates. 


1 muſt now, countrymen, on the other 
hand, tax you with the moſt glaring and 
manifeſt abſurdity that can poſſibly diſgrace 
reaſonable beings: you ſeem to have forgot 
that the power of the Houſe of Commons is 
the power of the people; and you are clamo- 
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rous to abridge i its priyiledges, unmindful 


that they are your own, that they take their 
riſe from you, and are. your combined and 
united dignities ; ; you huzza your Lord 


Mayor for diſputing the right of your re- 


preſentatives ; z he 1s no doubt highly to be 


| honoured by his countrymen in general, for 


his ſupport of the laws, and: by his fellow 
citizens in particular, for his noble daring, in 
preſervation of their charters, if there are 


ſach as he affirms; whether there are or not, 


I am no judge; but, be that as it may, it is 
at beſt a fatal piece of patriotiſm ; if the 
Houſe of Commons aſſume a right to enſlave 


you, and execute that right, they certainly : 


and ſhamefully betray their truſt ; but you 


are not to rectify that abuſe by an uproar to 


curtail thatpriviledge, and leſſen their weight 
of conſtitutional power; far that is a ah: 


| ſtroke to yourſelves ; but you are to guard 


int being deceived an, 


The year 17 74 is the term: diſmiſs then, 
with diſgrace, thoſe men whoſe voices in the 
houſe produced and enforced thoſe illegal 
and unſalutary meaſures you complain of, 


and 
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and elect, in their room, others, whoſe vir- 
tues you may venture to confide in ; bur 
elect them not in riot and folly; call on 


them ſolemnly to be guardians of the laws, 
and of your privileges; declare to them that 


you have called them forth at a moſt dan- 


gerous and important criſis, to ſupport their 


ſinking country, and preſerve her honour. 


I know there are men, eminent for virtue 


and abilities, who would glory to be ſingled 


out, in ſo particular a manner, as pillars of 


Britiſh liberty; that would ſcrupulouſly pre- 
ſerve that virtue that made them the objects 


of your choice, and would be the immove- 
able bulwarks of the multitude. Seek ſuch 
men : I dare anſwer, countrymen, there are 
numbers enough among you to fill Sr, Ste- 


phen's Chapel, and to be glorious proofs, 
that with a free people, virtue, honeſty, and 


true patrivtiſm, weigh more than riches or 
nobility, 


Reflect on the Roman empire in the 


height of her luſtre; were men eſteemed and 


digaified then for their wealth and pomp? 


were 
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were they ſingled out from theſe circum- 
ſtances to guide the ſtate? No: they were 
choſen from their talents and virtues, Fa- 
bricius, who was ſent from Rome on em- 
baſſy to Pyrrhus, was a poor man; Pyrrhus 
knew that, and tampeted with his r 
how nobly did the Roman reject him! 
© Did you,” ſays he, [66 think that my po- 
< yerty. would enſure. you ſucceſs ?—You 
< poſſeſs: nothing even to tempt my virtue: 
„hat have you to beſtow that I ſhould | 
6 wiſh for Does my poverty render my 
6 councils of leſs weight in the ſenate?—Noz 
« the Roman people honour me for that 
& poverty you affect to deſpiſe.— Ho 
ſtunn- d, how aſtoniſh'd was Pyrrhus — 
With no leſs wonder would a B- ſn k--g 
ſee a peerag ge, a penſion, or a place, rejected 
with ſcorn by a member of the Houſe of 
Commons: and with no leſs zeal I hope 


countrymen, would 28 applaud the Britiſh 
Fabricius. 


But i in this our day, what is virtue in n po- 
verty! how is ſhe regarded in this venal 
period, 


ple of England. 
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period, ſhunn'd and neglected ! feoul'd if 
with contempt! while opulence, though 


ſtaiaed even with crimes deteſtable and un- 
natural, is courted and honoured I ab- 
hor libelling, or I could almoſt make a court 
calendar of my pamphlet. 


How ate the moſt noble and ancient fa- 


milies, noble from title, but more noble 
from their long and eminent attachment to 


religion and good government, how, 1 ſay, 
are they treated, if unſupported by what is 


ſtiled parliamentary intereſt! If they ſeek 


promotion in the field, they die ſuperan- 


nuated lieutenants, or captains of invalids; 
if churchmen, they ſink into the grave cu- 


rates in ſome obſcure village; while the 


mean; low-born dependants of peers and 
members of pt, ſwell the deſpotic power 


in ſtarch lawn ſleeves, or ſtrut in the held 
with the truncheon. 


All this ariſes from the ſame ſource; th e 
corruption and infatuation of you the peo» 


Think 
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Think then on the melancholy facts I 
have mentioned, and the ſo eaſy method of 
amending them ; purſue. that method, and | 
then, but not till then, attempt to look for 


| liberty: licentiouſneſs you may boaſt of, 
but never true freedom. That ſtream can- 
tt not be pure, whoſe ſource is corrupted,” 


